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Module 8:  Blogging and Social Networking

Why do you need a blog?

A blog allows you to add content to your website all by yourself.  You don’t need to contact your web designer.  
You don’t need to know HTML.  It’s easy to add text, graphics, and videos.

MORE IMPORTANTLY....Google LOVES blogs.  Search engines love the fresh content that only a blog can provide.  Blogs 
get indexed quickly.

What can you do with a blog?

Post your latest special offers

Post local or cleaning related news

Post news about your company (hiring a tech, new location, etc)

Comment on industry related news (Kawasaki, 3M Scotchgard, CRI program, etc)

Tell stories about a recent extraordinary job

Have your office assistant blog about company happenings

Post articles and tips on spot removal (Wine stain removal, pet stains, etc)

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Example of how to post interesting 
articles on your blog.  Go to 
www.Carpetcleaningsuperiorco.com 
to see it.

http://www.Carpetcleaningsuperiorco.com
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Use your blog to help clients and prospects relate to you.

What you’ll need to create a blog:

Go to http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=hitmanad 

The link above is my affiliate link for Hostgator hosting.  Hostgator uses CPanel.  That’s what you need.

If you don’t use Hostgator, make sure you use another company with CPanel.

How to install your blog:

Log in to your CPanel (should look like below)

•

•

•

Click the link for Fantastico

http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=hitmanad
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That’s it!  Now you have a blog on your very own website!!!

Click the section about 
Wordpress

If you want the blog installed 
directly on the main page of 
your site (the index.html), leave 
the install in directory area 
blank.  Otherwise, put the folder 
you want it installed in.  Then 
choose your log-in information.  
Click “Install Wordpress” at the 
bottom.
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Best settings for your blog:

Under setting, go to General and set blog title and description

Under settings, go to Permalinks and set to “/%postname%/”

•

•

Set blog title to have your 
keywords.  For carpet 
cleaning, use “Carpet 
Cleaning Yourcity.”  In 
many cases, add a few 
words in addition.  Also, 
put a tagline with your 
keywords and additional 
few words.

Under settings, set your 
permalink structure.
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Two plug-ins that are very valuable:

All-in-one SEO

Google Sitemaps

Akismet (if you’re having problems with spam)

Social Networking Sites:

www.Linkedin.com - great for commercial cleaning leads and high end companies.

www.Twitter.com - geared for people who are internet saavy

www.Facebook.com - very social website.  Great to get people to know your company.

www.Myspace.com - mostly for younger generation.  

Join local social web sites and bulletin boards

About social networking...

Don’t overwhelm yourself.  Social networking can indeed bring you clients and leads.  But this shouldn’t be the 
first thing you do online.  

At least go ahead and create a profile and get an incoming link.  If you decide to go further with social 
marketing, go for it.

Post about your company.  But don’t make blatant sales pitches in every post.  Just tell the story about what you’re 
doing.  People want to get to know you.

Action Item:  Install a blog on your website.  Or, create a blog for a new domain name.  Join at 
least two social networking sites.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

http://www.Linkedin.com
http://www.Twitter.com
http://www.Facebook.com
http://www.Myspace.com

